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An  Ordinance  respecting  Mainiages. 


[Passed  2nd  August,  ISTS.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lieutenant-G-overnor  of  the  North- 
West  Territories,  in  Council,  as  follows  : 

I.  The  ministers  and  clergymen  of  every  church  and  reli- 
gious*iiiomination,  duly  ordained  and  appointed  according  to 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  chiirches  and  denominations  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  and  resident  in  the  North- 
West  Territories,  by  virtue  of  such  ordination  or  appointment 
and  according  to  the  rites  and  usages  of  their  own  respective 
churches  or  denominations,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
the  said  Territories,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  may  solemnize 
marriage  between  any  two  persons  not  under  a  legal  disquali- 
lication  to  contract  such  marriage 

II.  After  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Ordinance  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace  shall  solemnize  marriage  unless  duly  authorized  so 
to  do  by  license  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor ;  and  no  minister  or  clergyman  shall  solemnize  mar- 
riage unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  license  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Grovernor  as  aforesaid,  or  unless  the  intention  of  the  two  persons, 
by  publication  of  banns,  to  intermarry,  has  been  proclaimed  at 
least  once  openly  and  in  an  audible  voice  on  a  Sunday  in  some 
public  religious  assembly  :  provided,  that  in  case  of  a  min- 
ister or  clergyman  being  remote  from  any  issuer  of  marriage 
li(;enses,  or  finding  that  there  is  some  reasonable  inconvenience 
or  objection  to  publish  such  banns,  on  satisfying  himself  that 
there  is  no  imi^ediment  by  reason  of  affinity,  consanguinity, 
pre-contract,  or  other  lawful  cause  to  the  proposed  marriage, 
li(»  nijiy  c(^l(^brate  tlie  marriage,  and  tliereupon  shall  insert  in 
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the  certificate  of  marriage  hereinafter  required  words  to  thfc> 
following  efi'ect : 

"  And  I  further  certify  that  previous  to  performing-  such 
"  marriag-e  I  fully  satisfied  myself  that  there  was  no  legal 
"  impediment  to  the  said  parties  intermarrying." 

III.  Marriage  licenses  shall  be  in  the  Form  "A"  at  the  end 
of  this  Ordinance,  and  shall  be  supplied  from  the  office  of  the 
Lieutenant-Grovernor  to  such  persons  as  he  may  from  time  to 
time  appoint  to  issue  the  same  to  applicants  for  such  licenses. 

IV.  Every  license  executed  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
Lieutenant-Grovernor  shall  be  and  remain  valid  notwithstand- 
ing the  Lieutenant-Grovernor  who  signs  the  same  has  ceased  to 
hold  office  before  the  time  of  its  issue. 

V.  Every  issuer  of  marriage  licenses  shall  sign  each  license- 
as  the  same  is  issued  by  him. 

VI.  Before  a  license  is  granted  by  any  issuer,  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  intended  marriage  shall  personally  make  an  affi- 
davit before  him  to  the  effect  of  the  Form  "  B"  at  the  end  of 
this  Ordinance. 

VII.  In  case  the  issuer  has  knowledge  or  reason  to  suspect 
that  any  of  the  statements  in  the  affidavit  of  any  applicant  for 
a  marriage  license  are  not  correct,  the  said  issuer  shall  require 
further  evidence  to  his  satisfaction  before  issuing  the  license  ; 
and  a  copy  of  all  such  affidavits  and  evidence  shall  be  placed 
on  file  in  his  office. 

VIII.  The  father,  if  living,  of  any  person  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  (not  being  a  widower  or  widow),  or  if  the  father  is 
dead,  then  the  mother  of  the  minor,  or  if  the  mother  is  dead, 
then  the  lawfully  appointed  guardian  or  the  acknowledged  guar- 
dian who  may  have  brought  up  or  for  three  years  immediately 
preceding  the  intended  marriage  supported  or  protected  the 
minor,  shall  have  authority  to  give  consent  to  such  marriage. 

IX.  Every  issuer  of  marriage  licenses  shall,  on  the  first 
days  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  make  a  return  to  the 
Lieutenant-Grovernor  of  all  licenses  issued  by  him  during  the 
preceding  six  months,  with  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom 
issued,  and  shall  accompany  such  return  with  the  original  affi- 
davit  taken  in  each   instance;    and  whenever  called  upon» 
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return   to  the  Lieutenaut-Grovernor  all  unissued  licenses,  the 
property  of  which  shall  remain  vested  in  Her  Majesty. 

X.  All  marriao'cs  shall  be  solemnized  in  the  presence  of 
two  or  more  credible  witnesses  besides  the  minister,  clergyman 
or  Justice  of  the  Peace  performing  the  ceremony ;  and  every 
person  solemnizing  a  marriage  shall  keep  "duplicate  certificates 
of  the  same  in  the  Form  "  C"  at  the  end  of  this  Ordinance,  one 
of  which  duplicates  he  shall  retain,  and  the  other  he  shall 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  or  July,  whichever  shall 
first  thereafter  occur,  transmit  to  the  Registrar  of  Deeds  in  and 
for  the  North-West  Territories.  He  shall  also,  on  request  of 
either  of  the  parties  to  any  marriage?,  give  him  or  her  a  copy  of 
such  certificate. 

XI.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  shall,  on  application,  supply 
printed  forms  for  complying  wath  the  provisions  of  the  next 
preceding  section. 

Xn.  The  Registrar  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  North- West 
Territories  shall  keep  and  file  in  his  office  all  returns  of  mar- 
riages made  to  him  under  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance.  He 
shall  also  record  the  same  in  a  book  specially  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  for  performing  such  services  the  Registrar  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  and  out  of  the  general  revenue  of  the 
Territories  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  record.  He  shall 
also,  on  application  of  any  party,  furnish  a  copy  of  the  record 
of  any  certificate  of  marriage  in  his  office  on  receiving  fifty 
cents :  which  said  copy  certified  by  such  Registrar  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  shall  be  received  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
marriage  named  therein  by  all  parties  administering  justice  in 
the  Territories. 

Xni.  There  shall  be  payable  to  every  issuer  of  marriage 
licenses  on  the  issue  of  each  license  by  him  the  sum  of  three 
dollars,  of  which  such  issuer  shall  be  entitled  to  retain  one 
dollar  as  his  fee ;  the  remainder  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Grovernor  to  form  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  Territories, 
Avith  each  return  made  by  such  issuer. 

XIV.  Any  person  issuing  a  marriage  license  without  being 
authorized  by  the  Lieutenant-G-overnor  on  that  behalf,  and  any 
issuer  of  licenses  granting  a  license  without  first  obtaining  the 
affidavit  required  by  this  Ordinance,  and  any  person  celebrating 
a  marriage  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
liundrod  and  eightv,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  se(!tion  two 
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of  this  Ordinanco,  shall  respectively,  on  summary  conviction 
belore  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  for  every  such  contravention 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

XV.  No  minister,  clergyman,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  who 
performs  a  marriage  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion two  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  subject  to  any  action  or 
liability  for  damages  or  otherwise,  by  reason  of  there  havino- 
been  any  legal  impediment  to  the  marriage,  unless  at  the 
time  when  he  performed  the  ceremony  he  was  aware  of  the 
impediment. 
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Forms  referred  to  in  tlie  foregoing'  Ordinance. 
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FORM  A.     (  Vide  Section  ii.) 


.1 


Lieutenant-Oovei^nor. 


CANADA. 

North- W«8T  Territories 

[L.S.] 

Theseare  to  certify  that  A.  B.,  of  and  CD.,  of  being 

mnided,  as  It  Is  said,  to  enter  Into  the  contract  of  marriage,  and  bolng desirous  of  huv- 
L"ii«v!/fT?  1^'^  solemnized,  the  said  A.B.  (o,  C.  D.)  has  made  oath  that  he  (or  she) 
.„,«?  !  .  ,  ^^'  ""^  ^ffl°l<'y.««»sangulnlt>,pre-coitract,  or  any  other  lawful 
cause  or  legal  impediment  to  bar  or  hinder  the  solemnization  of  the  said  marriage. 

Orrttl'^*^^'^*'^!^^'"^^"'*^*'*  ''^'■"^y  *^**  ^^^  requirements  m  this  respect  of  the 
Ordinance  respecting  marriages  have  been  complied  with. 

Issued  at 
of  A  D.  18 


in  the  North- West  Territories,  this 


day 


Jusuet-  of  Licet\.ies. 


FORM  B.     {Vide  Section  ii.) 
)  Baclielor  (or  Widower) 
)  Spinster  (or  Widow) 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 


I,  A.  B., 

or 
C.  D. 


1.  landC.  D.  (or  A.  B.)of 


\  Spinster  {or  Widow) 


Y' .    „.., 

n^^^^i  ,      .  i  Bachelor  (oj-  Tf/dot<w) 

duly  solerifed'^^^^  *''"  '^"*''*^*  of  marriage,  and  of  having  our  marriage 

guizmvTet!"ftrrn'/''^^^^^  Of  my  knowledge  and  belief  there  is  no  attinify,  oon.san- 
tl  olem  ra/  i^^^^  any  other  lawful  oauso  or  loj^al  hnpo.iinu.nl  1.,  h.r  ur  UUuU-r 
•  lit  soitmnizatlon  of  the  said  marriao-e. 
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3.  I  am  of  Hic  ago  of  yeurs,  and  thf  said  C.  1>.  (or  A.  H.)  Is  of  tin- 
aKi>  of                           years. 

4.  [//I  case  one  (if  the  jxirlu'n  is  uniler  (lie  age  of  twrnty-one  neurs,  rulrl] 

E.  F.,  of  In  the  person  wliose  consent  to  said  niarrlaitr  Is 

required  by  law,  and  the  said  K.  F.  has  formally  consented  to  the  saltl  marriage. 

[  Or  if  bolh  parties  arc  under  Offc] 

E.  P.,  of  and  «.  H.,  of  are  the  persons  whose 

consent  to  the  said  marriage  is  required  by  law,  and  the  said  E.  F-  and  (J.  II.  have 
I'oimally  consented  to  the  stild  marriage. 

[Or  if  in  the  case  of  our  of  the  minors  there  is  no  person  whose  consent  is  re<ivire<f  l>)i  lair, 
add  accordinff  to  the  facts.  ] 

The  father  of  the  said  C.  D.  (or  A.  15.)  Is  dead,  and  the  mother  of  the  said  (*.  I>.  (or 
A.  H.)  Isdead.  and  the  saldC.  D.  (or  A.  B.)  having  no  lawfully  appointed  or  acknow- 
ledged guardian,  there  is  no  person  who  has  authority  :o  give  consent  to  the  said 
marriage. 

[I7i  case  l)oth  the  parties  arc  minors  and  there  is  ito  person  lehnse  consent  is  required 
bji  law,  add  a  similar  statement  coneerninf/  the  otiur  partij,aeeordin(i  to  the  facts.  ] 


(Signed) 


.S\vf)rn  before  me  at 
in  the  North-West  Territories,  this 
day  of  A.D.  18 


Or 


A.  B. 
C.  D. 


(Signed) 


Issuer  of  Licenses. 


FORM  C.    {Vide  Section  10.) 
CAN  AD  A. -NORTH-WEST  TERRITORIES. 


■i 

C  1— 

er  Ba 
ower, 
Wide 

Residence. 

Birthplace,    if 

By  License, 
Banns,  or 

Names  of 

o 

Isnown. 

otlierwise. 

Witnesses. 

a.' 

s 

52S 

• 
CO 

8, 
< 

I  hei-eby  certify  that  the  above  named  parties  were  married  by  me  this  day  in  the 
presence  of  the  above  named  witnesses. 

We  the  undersigned  witnessed  the)        Bated  at in  the  North-West 

union  by  marriage  of  the  above  >  Territories,  tills daj'  of A.D,  IS — 

named  parties.  >  

}  {Minister,  Clergyman ,  or 

J  Justice  of  the  Peace. ) 
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